Wake Up Your Possibilities!
Featuring Dr. Robert Fuller

As part of Peaceful Blue
Planet’s mission, we hope
to offer other organizations
and individuals who pro-
mote a healthy environ-
ment and peaceful solu-
tions, a place to communi-
cate their message. This
newsletter is one of those
ways. In addition to news-
letters, on October 8, 2008,
we are excited to host Dr.
Robert Fuller as our key-
note speaker at Wake Up
Your Possibilities.

Dr. Fuller is co-founder of
the Hunger Project, worked
with President Jimmy
Carter on the Commission
on World Hunger, and is
author of Dignity for All:
How to Create a World
Without Rankism.

Tickets will be on sale
through October 5th for this
special event. The eventis

The Global Youth Service Team brings solar electricity to medical facili-
ties and schools which serve the disadvantaged in remote areas in order to cata-

being held in Aspen, Colo-
rado during the city of As-
pen’s celebration week in
honor of the life of long
time resident, John Den-
ver. Information for Wake
Up Your Possibilities is
below.

This event is presented by
Peaceful Blue Planet Foun-
dation with our other plan-
ners and producers.

Admission to this event is
$65. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance. The
event will take place Oct.
8" from 3pm to 9pm at the
Maroons Bells Lodge, 3125
Maroon Creek Rd, Aspen,
Colorado.

To reserve your ticket
please contact Hollie
Carter @

holliecwoodstock@aol.com

lyze improvements in health care and education.

Their mission is to:

Apply the science we have learned to balance progress with concern for the
planet we all inhabit, develop understanding of other cultures and recognition of
the potential in our diversity, take a leading role in demonstrating the vision and
the courage needed to confront the challenges of the future. (Cont. page 6)
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The program includes:

3pm

Dr. Robert Fuller, PhD Phys-
ics, Author of Somebodies
and Nobodies and All Rise.
Co-founder of the Hunger
project

Reverend Keith Perry, De-
grees in Mass Communication
and Theology

Chris Collins, Degrees in Mar-
keting and Mass Communica-
tions, Singer-Songwriter, Ra-
dio Show host, Producer

6pm

Gourmet meal

7pm — 9 pm

Evening concert includes mu-
sic featuring national touring
artist Jeff Pine.

www.peacefulblueplanet.org
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Dignity by Chris Collins

Dignity is something we all crave.
The big question about dignity is,
does it come from within or do we
achieve it through the approval of
others? Dr. Robert Fuller has re-
cently written 3 books on the subjects
of dignity and rankism. Rankism is
defined as the mother of all isms,
racism, sexism, ageism, and so on. It
is often the negative counterpart to
dignity. So often an external source is
responsible for making us feel worth-
less or invisible. There are few feel-
ings worse than that of being ignored
because someone does not see your
value.

In the case of blacks in America they
had to suffer the indignity of entering
a restaurant from the back, using
black only toilets, or sitting in the
back of a bus. For women, even to
this day, they are paid a lower wage
for similar work to men. The elderly
frequently suffer the invisibility and
the indignity of having personal and
emotional needs ignored by younger
people.

But rankism is not just an affliction of
the old, black or females. Rankism
occurs anywhere that someone im-
poses an unreasonable condition
against another human being.

It can happen in the workplace as
well as the home. It can happen in
social circles as well as professional
circles. It can happen to executives
as well as the lowest paid employee.
Dr. Robert Fuller describes the cycle
of passing on rankism as kicking the
dog. As an example; a man is treated
with disrespect by his boss and feels
a loss of dignity. In order to regain
control of his own sense of power
and dignity, he treats his wife as his
boss treated him. The wife passes
the same behavior down to the child
and the child with no one left to be-
rate, kicks the dog.

As to the question of dignity being
internal or external, it seems we are
all born with a sense of dignity which
over time is diminished by those who
gain a false sense of dignity by im-
posing rankism on others. I've seen
several documentaries about beauti-
ful people who were asked to wear a
fat suit. Their experience of losing
their dignity and acceptance almost
always ends in tears and is often life
changing.

In terms of being human, does one
person experience hunger, love, pain
and joy any differently than another?

Since we are all the same under the
skin, should we all be afforded the
same consideration as each other?
Recognition for accomplishments is a
good thing. If you are the fastest run-
ner in the world you should be recog-
nized for that feat. But when the fast-
est runner is off the track, he is just
another human being who experi-
ences life just the same as the slow-
est human being.

As a society we must recognize the
value of simply being human, outside
of some social hierarchy based on
appearance, wealth, color, and relig-
ion. We must all make the effort to
treat each other with dignity and re-
spect. For more information about Dr.
Fuller and his work visit
www.breakingranks.net.

Additional Information about our featured stories can be

found at:

Breaking Ranks

Vital Ground

Global Youth Service Team

Perseid Meteor Shower

Leonids Meteor Shower

Keep Tahoe Blue
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On the western slope of Colorado lies the town of
Grand Junction. It's considered Colorado's high desert. It
more resembles Utah than it does the high alpine environ-
ment found to the east. In this parched and often hostile envi- |
ronment, some beautiful creatures have learned to lead a suc- |
cessful existence. Their beautiful colors are in harsh contrast
to their sandy and rocky surroundings.

Photos by Chris Collins, 2008

PBP Board of Directors : For information, contact Deb Chilton, Hollie Carter, Ann Schnitz, or Chris Collins

at: pbplanet@aol.com

We welcome ideas and information about what you are doing in your community to make a difference for
peace and our environment.
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Vital Ground by Mark Cormican

Because of its
tendency to stand
on its hind legs
and survey its
surroundings with
its keen eyes and
powerful

nose, the Native
Americans called
the Grizzly Bear
"the bear that
walks like a man".

For thousands of
years the Griz-
zly's range extended from what is
now Alaska throughout almost the
entire North American continent. The
great bear roamed, hunted and hiber-
nated without boundaries and with no
natural enemies.

When Europeans settled on the
eastern coast of North America, their
natural curiosity and eventual need
for expansion dictated that they move
west. Curiosity and expansion were
not the only reasons that people
came west however. Gold, silver and
freedom from religious persecution
were just some of the factors that
caused the great migration.

Then, as now, when human beings
exert their presence or will on the
natural environment, it is the environ-
ment that must change and
adapt. Predatory animals such as
the Grizzly, wolves and mountain
lions were hunted and driven to the
more remote corners of the
land, mainly because they were seen
as a threat to human lives and as
direct competition for grazing land for
livestock.

Photo courtesy
of Andrew Holioway

This competition for land still exists
today between ranchers and preda-
tors and, as a result, the land that the
Grizzly calls home is only 2% of its
historic range and is under constant
threat of disappearing even more.

But there are organizations trying to
curb this trend and actually, in some
areas, reverse it. One such organi-
zation is called Vital Ground. Doug
and Lynne Seus, of Heber City,

Utah, are the founders of Vital
Ground. They were the owners and
trainers of a literally huge movie

star. "Bart the Bear" stood 11 feet
tall and weighed over 1500

pounds. He was the animal star of
such films as "Legends of the
Fall",”The Bear", and "Walking Thun-
der" to name a few.

But there was much more to the
relationship between the Seuses and
Bart than just trainer and ani-
mal. Bart was a life-long friend and
as much a member of their family as
any human could have been. He
lived for 23 1/2 years and, shortly
before his death from cancer in
2000, Doug and Lynne decided to
keep Bart's legacy and memory alive
by establishing Vital Ground. The
Mission of Vital Ground is "to protect
and restore North American Grizzly
bear populations by conserving wild-
life habitat".

The opinion of Vital Ground is that
when the land is wild enough for the
Grizzly, all other animals and plants
in these fragile ecosystems benefit as
well.

Since its founding in 1990, Vital
Ground has preserved 467,000 acres
of wild habitat.

For more information on Vital
Ground, visit www.vitalground.org

n...when the | and
enough for the Grizzly, all other
animals and plants in these

fragile ecosystems benefit as
well . o

American
Red Cross

The following information is from the
Red Cross web site. The Red Cross
desperately needs help after August
and September’s devastating storms
and floods. Our hearts go out to all
of those affected by the recent
storms, and we encourage you to
help in any way that you can. Ac-
cording to the Red Cross, any dollar
amount is a big help.

As a result of Hurricane Ike, in
Texas the Red Cross provided:

e Shelter for more than 100,000
people

e More than a half million Red
Cross meals and snacks

e Over 2000 contacts by mental
health workers

e More than 10,000 Red Cross
comfort kits

All of this is costly. Consider donat-
ing at:

American Red Cross

i s wild
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Reason and Purpose by Chris Collins

| recently read something that
had me thinking about the way
life plays out before us. In the
course of my own life when
things have not gone as
planned, I've always looked at
the reasons for the failure of
my plans or the misdirection of
my efforts. | think this is the
way that most of us have
looked at the events in our
lives. Whether on purpose or
by accident, we usually take
some kind of lesson from our
failures or bad experiences. If
we didn’t learn from mistakes
or misfortune, we would keep
touching the fire and wonder
why we got burned. Some ret-
rospection is a good thing.

With retrospection comes
some self criticism and usually
a dentin our self esteem.

But rather than looking at rea-
sons for why we ended up in a
particular situation, what if we
looked for the purpose of our
current position. We have all
heard stories of 9/11 where
someone was delayed from
going to work and it saved their
life. Under our natural instinct,
we might say the reason | was
saved was because | had to
take my daughter to school or |
spilled coffee on my shirt and |
had to change my clothes. But
under the perception of pur-
pose, we would ask the ques-
tion, why was | spared this
tragedy and what am | sup-
posed to do with my life from
this point forward? It is that ap-
proach that tends to lead away
from guilt and self criticism and

toward self-confidence and di-
rection.

My own experiences have led
me down some very interesting
paths. As once again | find my-
self at some sort of crossroads,
| look out at the future with a
great deal of anticipation. I'm
not sure what is coming next,
but I'm sure that the difficult
road behind me has prepared
me to make a significant differ-
ence in the world. Part of rec-
ognizing a purpose is being
willing to accept what the uni-
verse or God has directed you
to.

I’m reminded of my old dog
Buster. | was at the Pueblo
reservoir in Colorado. | was
fishing in the section just below
the dam and there was a small
whirlpool that had formed near
an embankment. The water
was swirling in a forty foot cir-
cle. Being a typical dog, Buster
jumped off the bank and right
into the whirlpool. As the cur-
rent took him farther from
the safe shore, he strug- |
gled desperately to swim

against the current. Tono [ **

avail, his best efforts only
tired him out as he was ~ }

dragged farther from the -

shore. It wasn’t until he a
quit fighting the current, &
that the whirlpool brought g&=
him safely back to shore. £

I’'m not suggesting that
effort is not worthwhile.
Without effort we would never
achieve goals. The battle

against adversity is repeated
throughout history and we re-
spect people who put forth
great effort to achieve their
dreams. Adversity can be the
best teacher if we look at it as
a lesson for the future as op-
posed to punishment for the
past. Recognizing which is the
fastest way to the shore can be
a valuable tool. Effort is re-
warded more quickly if we
learn to go in the right direc-
tion.

I look at my own life these
days and wonder which cur-
rents I’'m fighting. Could it be
that if | give in to the current
that | might find myself back
along the safe shore all that
much sooner and with less ef-
fort? The things we believe in
often determine the direction of
the currents in our lives. Might
we all benefit from expending
our effort to swim with the cur-
rent instead of against it?

Fall 2008
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Lake Tahoe Concert and Benefit
By Laurie Kern

A beautiful summer weekend in South Lake Tahoe, California was once again
the backdrop to the Fifth Annual Dancing with the Mountains, A Celebration of
the Music of John Denver. On August 15-17, musicians, fans and friends
from around the country arrived at the Tahoe Valley RV Resort to share the
music and support two very deserving charities, The League to Save Lake
Tahoe (www.keeptahoeblue.org) and Peaceful Blue Planet Foundation.

For over 50 years the League to Save Lake Tahoe has been an advocate for
strong protection of the Tahoe Basin’s natural resources and the restoration

of its famed clear water. They are a private non-profit membership 2008
organization composed of more than 4,000 individuals and families from
around the United States and beyond. Through their advocacy and education Calendar of Events

programs, the League to Save Lake Tahoe promotes important restoration

efforts and seeks to prevent further harm to Tahoe’s sensitive watershed. e October 86 Wake Up

Your Possibilities,

The Dancing with The Mountains weekend activities include an open stage Aspen, CO

night followed by a free movie, World Peace Cloth display, Silent Auction, and

a campfire sing-a-long. The musical line up featured: Joel Hannel of Lake e April 2009 8 Earth Day
Tahoe, California, Bill Lanham of Albany, Oregon, The Aspen Meadows Band Celebration. More info
from Colton, Oregon, Lisa Thomas of Gardnerville, Nevada, Mark Cormican soon.

of Warsaw, Kentucky and Chris Collins of Houston, Texas. All of the
musicians volunteer their time and talents to this yearly event.

For Future dates and information visit the Dancing With The Mountains
website at www.dancingwiththemountains.info

Global Youth Service Team: What a handful of dedicated and caring
teenagers can do! By Doug Hollinger

A humanitarian crisis exists in Burma e access to a computer
creating a refugee and migrant popu-
lation in Thailand numbering in the

nomic inequality, and human rights
e opportunity to develop  Violations.

evening adult educa- i -
millions. The people from Burma liv- tion prggrams They are currently planning pro

ing in refugee settiements and mi- jects for 2009 which will bring so_lar
grant camps have little or no access * improved health and power to four more SChOOI$ and In-

: safety conditions clude solar powered ultraviolet water
to electrical power or safe water. iminating th . purification systems that can be built
Since 2006 volunteer high school * g;wég?gﬂg Iie?oise?’lg at I.O:N cost from locally available ma-
students have been working on sus- lamps terials.
tainable energy projects on the Thai- Please visit their website at
land-Burma border. Thus far we have e operating a vaccine www.globalyouthserviceteam.org
built solar powered electrical systems refrigerator

for a medical clinic and three schools,
and also provided the training to keep
the systems operational. Solar elec-

e training medics to build
solar electric systems

tricity in schools and clinics means: The mission of the Global Youth
o Service Team (GYST) is to provide
* adequate lighting sustainable energy systems, educa-
e the ability to read at tion and assistance to people who
night are excluded from attaining a better |

life due to geographical location, eco-
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Celebrating Nature and Music

A Special Moment in Time at
Raystown Lake

On a beautiful, crystal clear August
day, we were treated to a very extraordinary
moment in time in the mountains! Nestled in
the heart of the Allegheny Mountains of
Pennsylvania, Raystown Lake was con-
structed by the U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers
to prevent major flooding in the region. Al-
though flood control is the main purpose of
the lake, other missions include wildlife and ~
fish conservation and management, hydropower, low flow enhancement, and
public education and recreation. A few years ago a beautiful amphitheater was
built not only to offer a place for outdoor educational opportunities, but to also
provide the area and Raystown visitors with various forms of entertainment in
an open-air setting. This year the Friends With You Band performed a stellar
show for Raystown visitors and area residents at the amphitheater. =~ Even with
gas prices high and the economy in abysmal shape, a welcoming crowd came
to hear and enjoy the music of the Friends With You Band and to be in this won-
derful outdoor setting. Their music added to the evening and surroundings with
a tribute to the music of the late John Denver and their own individual warmth
and passion for music.  As a blanket of stars fell over the amphitheater, the
audience stayed well into the night to sing-a-along, listen to the music and enjoy
the outdoors. After the show, many people expressed their enjoyment of the
band and the evening. The night was perfect - great music, perfect sound,
beautiful weather, a happy crowd, and the mountains all around us!

After the show and upon returning back to our cabins huddled against
the mountains, we shared a fantastic evening with friends and watching the
Perseid meteor shower. Being in the mountains and being able to witness the
grandness of this phenomena makes you think how fortunate we are to be able
to do this and how important it is to take care of our world and all that it provides
us. As we lay down in the cold, wet grass to watch the meteor shower, the
warmth of the company certainly overcame the chill of the night. The watching
and waiting with anticipation for each “shooting star” was worth it as each one
seemed to be as grand as the one before.

Times, such as these in one’s life, are what you remember and care
about. How music enhances our lives, the joy of great companionship, and the
beauty we truly have on this earth and can witness — moments you wish could
go on forever. It truly speaks to the heart and soul and makes one realize how
special our planet truly is and the people who live here. We really are intercon-
nected in so many ways with not only each other but with all in our world!

Many thanks to the Friends With You Band who gave us the gift of music and to
our friends and the beautiful Raystown area who gave us the gift of an excep-
tional weekend to remember.

Suzanne Rose
Patty Speicher
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